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Amendments to the Claims 

The following Listing of Clsiims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 , (Currently Amended) A method of applying a splicing tape to a roll of sheet material, the 
method comprising: 

lifting a petion portion of an outer-mo$t layer away from a remainder of the roll to form a 
lifted portion of the outer-most layer; 

applying the splicing tape to a wound portion of the roll; and 

applying pressure to the lifted portion of the outer-most layer to progressively place the 
lifted portion of the outer-most layer in contact with the remainder of the roll and the splicing 
tape- wherein the lifting step includes lifting the portion of the outer^mo st laver awav from tho 
remainder of the roll with a sheet engagement mcchanign . 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1« wherein the lifting su » p inoludes lifting th e 
portion of th e out e r - moat lay e r away from th e remaind e r of th e roll wit h a sh ee t e ngog e ment 
m e chanism^ and wherein the step of applying pressure to the lifted portion includes applying 
pressure to disengage the lifted portion from the sheet engagement mechanism. 

3* (Currently amended) The method of claim [[2]] 1, wherein the sheet engagement 
mechanism includes a vacuum source for lifting the portion of the outer-most layer away from 
the remainder of the roll, 

4, (Previously presented) The method of claim I » wherein the applying pressure step 
includes applying pressure with a paper applicator to the lifted portion of the outer-most layer to 
progressively place the lifted portion of the outer-most layer in contact with the remainder of the 
roll and the splicing tape. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the paper applicator includes a roller, and 
wherein the applying pressure step includes progressively pressing the roller along the outer-most 
layer and the splicing tape. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

cutting the lifted portion of the outer-most layer to form a leading edge of the roll, 
wherein the applying pressure step includes applying pressure to the lifted portion oi'the outer- 
most layer to apply the leading edge of the roll to the splicing tape. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, \Niierein the splicing tape has a first section and a 
second section, wherein the outer-most layer covers the first section of the splicing tape and the 
second section of the splicing tape remains exposed adjacent the outer-most layer. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

holding down a portion of the outer-most layer as the lifted portion of the outer-most 
layer is lifted away Irom the remainder of the roll. 

9. (Original) An apparatus for applying a splicing tape to a roll of sheet material, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a sheet engagement mechanism to lift an outer-most layer of the roll to form a lifted 
portion of the outer^most layer; 

a taping device to apply a slicing tape to the roll; and 

a paper applicator to apply pressure to the lifted portion of the outer-most layer to 
progressively place the lifted portion of the outer-most layer in contact with the remainder of the 
roll and the splicing tape. 

1 0. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the paper applicator applies pressure to 
disengage the lifted portion from the sheet engagement mechanism. 
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1 1 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the paper applicator includes a roller for 
rolling along the lifted portion of the outer-most layer from the sheet engagement mechanism and 
to progressively press the roller along the outer-most layer and the splicing tape. 

12. (Original) IT^e apparatus of claim 9, further comprising: 

a sheet cutter to cut the outer-most layer of the roll across a width thereof 

1 3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the sheet engagement mechanism includes a 
vacuum source for lifting the portion of the outer-most layer away from the remainder of the roll. 

1 4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the paper applicator holds down a portion 
of the outer-most layer as the lifted portion of the outer^most layer is lifted away from the 
remainder of (he roll by the sheet engagement mechanism. 

1 5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the splicing tape has a first section and a 
second section, wherein the outer-most layer covers the first section of the splicing tape and the 
second section of the splicing tape remains exposed adjacent the outer-most layer. 

1 6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the taping device furtlier includes a press 
down roller for pressing the outer-most layer against an outer surface of splicing tape after the 
paper applicator applies the lifted portion of the outer-most layer to the splicing tape. 

1 7. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising; 

a plurality of sheet engagement mechanisms to engage and lift an outer-most layer of the 
roll to form a lifted portion of the outer-most layer, wherein each sheet engagement mechanism 
includes a vacuum source and a roll sensor for sensing a spatial position of the roll relative to the 
sheet engagement mechanism, wherein each vacuum source only operates when a selected 
plurality of the roll sensors sense the roll. 
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1 8. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 7, wherein each sheet engagement 
mechanism includes a plurality of vacuum cups. 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim U wherein applying the splice tape to a 
wound portion of the roll is characterized by the splicing tape being applied to the wound portion 
apart from the lifted portion. 

20. (Previously presented) The method claim I, wherein the roll is stationary during the steps 
of lifting a portion of the outer-most layer, applying the splicing tape, and applying pressure to 
tlie lifted portion. 
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